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Division 

Division Director – Gregory Britt 

 

 



Mission 

To administer a statewide hazardous 

materials emergency response program to 

protect human health and the environment 

and ensure the safety of emergency 

responders and the Commonwealth from 

the effects of hazardous materials 

incidents. 



TECHNOLOGICAL HAZARDS 

DIVISION 

Program History 

1985 - Establishment of Hazardous Materials 
Task Force 
– Subcommittees 

Emergency Response 

Enforcement and Regulations 

Funding 

Training and Prevention 

1987 - General Assembly passed H.B. 1172 
enacting the Virginia Hazardous Materials 
Emergency Response Program 

 



TECHNOLOGICAL HAZARDS 

DIVISION 

CHARGED WITH 
 

Developing and Implementing Hazardous 

Materials Emergency Response Programs 

Standardized Training Program 

Agreements with Localities (contracts with 

Regional Teams) 

Hazardous Materials Coordinators 



TECHNOLOGICAL HAZARDS 

DIVISION 

Organizational Structure 
 

Division Director- Greg Britt 

Deputy Director- Wade Collins 

8 Hazardous Materials Officers 

Training Manager - Ron Hargrave 

Environmental Program – Gary Shirley 

Radiological Response Officer- Brian Iverson 

Brenda Morrison – Administrative Assistant 

 



ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM 

Gary Shirley – 

Branch Chief 

 

Charged with 

overseeing 

environmental 

remediation 



HAZMAT TRAINING  

BRANCH   
 

Ron Hargrave – Branch 
Chief 

Charged with the 
development and delivery 
of hazardous materials 
training 

Train 200 – 300 
responders a year in 
advanced hazardous 
materials response  



Haz-Mat F.R. Awareness
8 Hours

NFPA 472 - OSHA 1910.120 (q)

Haz-Mat F.R. Operations

for Law Enforcement
16 Hours

OSHA 1910.120 (q)

Haz-Mat F.R. Operations

Basic Module
16 Hours

NFPA 472 - OSHA 1910.120 (q)

Specialty Courses

USCG Operations Course - 32 hours

Oil Spill Course - 8 hours

Meth Lab Awareness - 8 hours

HAZMAT Team Operations to WMD

Events - 16 hours

Mass Decon - 8 hours

Hospital Awareness - 8 hours

Chemistry Refresher - 8 hours

Propane Response - 8 hours

Radiation Emergencies - 24 hours

Haz-Mat F.R. Operations

Fire Service Module
16 Hours

NFPA 472 - OSHA 1910.120 (q)

Haz-Mat F.R. Operations

EMS Module
16 Hours

NFPA 473 - OSHA 1910.120 (q)

Haz-Mat Technician
80 Hours

NFPA 472 - OSHA 1910.120 (q)

Haz-Mat Specialist
160 Hours

OSHA 1910.120 (q)

Specialist Classes

Chemistry of Hazardous Materials

80 Hours

Advanced Tactical Control

80 Hours

Highway - 20 Hours

Rail - 20 Hours

Industrial - 20 Hours

Marine - 20 Hours

Haz-Mat EMS

Advance Module
Toxicology / Team Operations

NFPA 473

Haz-Mat

Planning and Management
24 Hours

NFPA 472 - OSHA 1910.120 (q)

Haz-Mat

Tactical Command / Safety
24 Hours

OSHA 1910.120 (q)

Advanced Haz-Mat

for Law Enforcement
Evidence / LE Response

VSP

VDEM Hazardous Materials Training Program 
21 Basic Programs 



HAZMAT RESPONSE 

BRANCH 

Wade Collins – Deputy Director/HazMat   

   Response Manager  

8 Regional Hazmat Officers 

Contracts with 13 regional hazardous materials 

teams to provide statewide coverage 

Charged with responding to hazardous materials 

incidents 

 

 







HAZ-MAT Incidents – 1999-2009 

 

Year 

2009 

2008 

2007 

Total 

Notifications 

1739 

1,879 

2,072 

On-Scene 

Responses 

109 

114 

106 

Team 

Responses 

27 

39 

37 

2006 1,458 140 38 

2005 2,078 135 40 

2004 2,188 139 33 

2003 2,231 155 58 

2002 1,934 146 37 

2001 2,279 183 47 

2000 1,890 135 39 

1999 1,931 156 45 



Field Response Equipment 

Emergency response vehicle 
– Communications 

– GPS 

– Video / photography 

Chemical detection equipment 
– Gas monitors 

– Biological material detectors 

– Radiation detectors 

– Sampling equipment 

Chemical reference equipment 
– Electronic reference 

– Paper reference sources 

Chemical protection equipment 
– Chemical / biological clothing 

– Respiratory equipment 

 







VEOC    1-800-468-8892 

 


